Jowers says May just a 4 decoy ! 



Bid for immunity 
will not happen, 
prosecutor says 



' . Jurrcia, LUC 1CU1CU lYlCilipillil DUS1- 

nessman who claims a role in the assassina- 
tion of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., says 
he knows who really pulled the trigger. 

■ It was not James Earl Ray, Jowers said. 

But in his only public statements so far on 
the King case, Jowers would not identify the 
man he claims is the real triggerman. And \ 
Jowers stopped short of saying he actually 
. .hired King’s assassin. 

V: In an interview last week with Sam Donald- * 
son of the ABC News Primetime Live show, 
Jowers acknowledged finding someone to kill ' 
King as a favor to a longtime friend, now- 
dead Memphis businessman Frank Liberto. 

Jowers said he received money and a rifle 
to carry out the killing. Jowers also said he 
found a triggerman, as requested. But Jowers* 
lawyer, Lewis Garrison of Memphis, stopped 
him from giving further details. 

To tell anything more. Garrison said, Jow- 
ers must be granted immunity from Shelby 
County District Attorney General John Pierot- 
ti. That, Pierotti says, will not happen. 

Jowers and Garrison have gad 
refused repeated requests 
by The Tennessean to talk 
about the King case. In his BESstc 
interview with ABC, Jow- 
ers told of an intriguing Bw 
conspiracy he supposedly 
u elped carry out for 
riendship and money. 

Jowers’ story, as told to 
>onaldson, has gaps and is 
^complete, but this is how GARRISON 
e says the King assassination came about: 

Jowers said Liberto, his longtime friend, 
ipproached him offering money to carry out 
the conspiracy. 

Liberto asked if Jowers knew someone who 
could be hired to kill the civil rights leader, 
Jowers said, adding: 

“I told him I thought I knew someone 
who’d probably do it” 

Jowers told Donaldson he felt beholden to 
his old friend. 

“Frank Liberto done me several large fa- . 
vors, so I owed him a favor, or at least I 
thought I did,” Jowers said on Primetime 
Live. “He asked me to handle some money 
transaction — hire someone to assassinate 
Dr. Martin Luther King.” 

After Jowers told Liberto he could find 
someone, a large amount of cash was deliv- 
ered to him at Jim’s Grill, a small bar and 
grill Jowers then owned on South Main Street 
in Memphis. Jim’s was across a vacant lot 
and a side street from the Lorraine Motel, 
where King was then staying 

In the days before the shooting, Jowers 
said, a man he described only as “Raoul" 
showed up at the grill with a rifle in a box. 

"He asked me to hold the rifle until he 
made the arrangements, or we made the 
arrangements, one or the other of us, uh, for 
the killing” Jowers said. 

About the same time, Jowers said, Liberto 
told him he had arranged for a cover, assur- 
ing that no police officers would be on hand 
at the Lorraine when the shooting was to 
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Lojxi Jowers is shown on an investigative report on the King assassination by the' ■ 
A&ii cable channel that was televised in 1988 or ’89. 



And, Jowers said, Liberto told him arrange- 
ments had been made for a “decoy” to draw 
suspicion away from those responsible. 

That decoy, Jowers believes, was James 
Earl Ray. 

Ray pleaded guilty in 1969 to killin g King 
but immediately recanted his confession. Ray 
is now serving a 99-year prison sentence in 
Nashville. 

The day of King’s murder, Ray checked 
into the boarding house above Jim’s Grill, 
using the alias John Willard. Ray had escaped 



from a Missouri prison. ^ 

Ray, Jowers told ABC, was to be framed as 
King’s killer. 

“He was part of [the plot to kill Kingl but I 
don’t believe he knew he was part of it” 
Jowers said. 

Jowers would say no more about Kings 
April 4, 1968, murder, but said he had no 
animosity toward the charismatic man. 

“A portion of it, naturally, was for the 
money,” Jowers said. But “any involvement I 
might’ve had in it was doing a friend a 
favor.” a 






King assassination scene 

Investigators have long said the bullet that killed the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. was fired from the bathroom of a rooming house above Jim's 
Grill, across a street and a vacant lot from the Lorraine Motel. James 
EarI Ray was staying at the rooming house and pleaded guilty but later 
recanted. Loyd Jowers, the owner of Jim's Grill, now says someone else 
fired the fatal shot from bushes nearby. 
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Looking back 
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In this photo reprinted from April 4, 1968, the body of the Rev. 
Martin. Luther King Jr. lies on the balcony of the Lorraine 
Motel in Memphis. Some members of the civil rights leader’s 
entourage point to the rooftop of the boarding house from where 
the shot that killed King was believed to have been fired. 



“Frank Liberto done me several large favors, so I owed him a favor, 
; or at least I thought I did. He asked me to handle some money trans-' 
action — hire someone to assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King.” 

~ Forrn f r businessman Loyd Jowers of Martin, Tenn., interviewed 
last week on Primetime Live. 

Jj|A^n^uming^from nothing. 1 didn’t have no reason not to come 

Frank Holt, Florida man Jowers says was 
triggerman in King slaying. 

“That old man couldn’t beat a polygraph if 
he’d killed somebody." 

— Charies FL Scott, Tennessee-certified poly- 
graph examiner, referring to test taken by 
Frank HoiL 

Holt "has probably been talked to by a lot of 
police in his lifetime. A street person would be 

DnrDmmT 1 around a of P^^e at different times.” 

rllLKU A A A — John Piero tti, Shelby County district attor- 
ney general. 






